How to Patch a Hole in a Bicycle Tube Guide ID: 40845 - Draft: 2021-12-22

Q IFixiT

How to Patch a Hole in a Bicycle Tube

Teach a user how to patch a small hole on a bike tire's tube. However, it will not include how to
remove the rim from the bike.
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INTRODUCTION

Riding a bike is a great thing, but occasionally you can get a flat tire. Flat tires can be caused by
rocks, debris or just plain wear and tear. This can puncture the tire which in turn creates a hole in the
inner tube that needs to be repaired. This repair guide will easily teach anyone how to patch a hole
in their bicycle tube. After patching your bike, you will be ready to go!

TOOLS:

Tire Levers (1)
Rubber Cement (1)
Sand Paper (1)
Patches (1)
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http://www.amazon.com/Park-Tool-TL-1-Tire-Lever/dp/B001B6NFH2
http://www.amazon.com/ELMERS-No-Wrinkle-Rubber-Cement-231/dp/B000EFQ2I0/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1450390702&sr=8-1&keywords=rubber+cement
http://www.amazon.com/3M-9005NA-Aluminum-Sandpaper-Assorted/dp/B00004Z48U/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1377552439&sr=8-1&keywords=sand+paper
http://www.amazon.com/Slime-1051--Rubber-Cement-oz/dp/B003ASHIJK/ref=sr_1_14?ie=UTF8&qid=1430088938&sr=8-14&keywords=rubber+cement
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Step 1 — How to Patch a Hole in a Bicycle Tube

@ Using the tire lever hook side, hook the inside of the tire. Then proceed to remove the first side of
the tire from the rim all along the circumference of the rim.

@ Once one side is out, pull the rest of the tire out in the same direction.

Step 2

e Pull the inner tube away and out of
the tire until it is completely
detached from the tire.
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Step 3

e While squeezing the tube with both
hands, rotate the tire while keeping
an ear to the tube to hear air
escaping, which marks the location
of the hole.

Step 4

(@) NOTE: The next portion is about
patching the hole so keep the sand
paper, rubber cement, and patches
nearby.
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Step 5

e Grind the location of the hole slightly until the surface feels a little rough.

e Next, apply a thin coat of the rubber cement around the hole. The coat of cement should be about
the same size as the patch.

o For best results wait until the rubber cement is dry to the touch—around three minutes.

e Finally, peel off the back of the patch, place it over the area of rubber cement with the hole
centered, and then apply pressure with thumb until rubber cement is dry.

Step 6

Valve Stem

e Using one hand to hold the rim, use the other to push one side of the tire back onto the rim.

e Starting by placing the valve stem into the hole in the rim, begin pushing the tube into and under
the tire. Then continue all the way around the tire.

@ A valve stem is the metal/rubber piece that sticks out of a bike tire's tube.

This document was generated on 2022-01-06 01:25:14 AM (MST).
© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 5 of 6



How to Patch a Hole in a Bicycle Tube Guide ID: 40845 - Draft: 2021-12-22

Step 7

@ Once the tube is in, push the second side of the tire into the rim and continue all the way around
the rim until the tire is inside the rim.

@ Check both sides once you believe to be done as to make sure that the tire did not slip out of the
rim anywhere.

@ If you have caliper brakes then it is recommended that you place your tire back onto the bike
before re-inflating.

Now that the tire's tube has been patched, all that is left is to place the tire back onto the bike, lock it in,
re-inflate it, and the bike is ready for a joy ride. Enjoy.
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