
How to Add Privacy to a Wood Fence
Add privacy and fix loose boards while adding height very inexpensively.
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INTRODUCTION

Our method for repairing a poorly maintained wood fence includes purchasing new boards that will
be cut and attached to strengthen the existing fence boards that are cracked, cover any holes or
damage with the new (or reclaimed) boards, and lengthen the fence to provide added privacy. The
tools necessary to complete this job include: drill, screws, saw, measuring tape, level, and fence
boards (new or reclaimed).

TOOLS:
Drill (hand drill or powered drill) with

1.5mm~2mm (1/16"~5/64") Twist drill bit (1)
Miter Saw (1)
http://www.homedepot.com/p/Professional-
Woodworker-8-1-4-in-Compound-Miter-Saw-with-
Laser-Guide-7802/202512271?
N=5yc1vZc2d7Z12l2

Hand Saw (1)
http://www.homedepot.com/p/DEWALT-15-in-
Handsaw-DWHT20544L/202985585

PARTS:
Fence Boards (1)
http://www.homedepot.com/p/Mendocino-
FSC-ConCom-Redwood-Flat-Top-Fence-
Picket-Common-11-16-in-x-7-1-2-in-x-6-ft-
Actual-0-688-in-x-7-5-in-x-72-0-in-
C11210/202603662?N=5yc1vZc3m6

Deck Screws (1)
http://www.homedepot.com/p/Everbilt-8-2-in-
Phillips-Flat-Head-Wood-Deck-Screws-1-lb-
Pack-115804/204844078
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Step 1 — How to Add Privacy to a Wood Fence

After buying my home, I realized that
anybody could walk by my back
fence and look right into my
backyard. I'm sure I'm not the only
one who feels a little uneasy about
such a lack of privacy.



Step 2

To add privacy and provide stability
to an older fence, I headed to my
local hardware store and bought a
few fence boards. The boards
pictured cost $3.85 a board and,
depending on how tall you need
your boards cut, one fence board
provides approximately three privacy
boards.



How to Add Privacy to a Wood Fence Draft: 2016-02-19Guide ID: 39971 -

This document was generated on 2020-11-23 03:57:48 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 3 of 7



Step 3

 

Once I purchased my boards, it was time to cut them. I used a miter saw, but a hand saw works
just fine. In order to find the length of your privacy boards, measure from the top rail of your
existing fence to the future height that you would like to extend your fence.



Step 4

 

Once you have your measurement, mark your board (measure twice, cut once) and then make
your cut.


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Step 5

  

After you mark the board in order to notch it, move your miter saw to a 45 degree angle to make
the first cut.



Then flip the board and shift the saw to make the second cut.

Step 6

You should now have a board that is
ready to be installed (I suggest
doing as many as you need and
then installing them rather than
doing one at a time).


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Step 7

 

Using a drill and screws (any screws will work, but for aesthetics, I suggest deck screws). I use a
four-screw pattern simply for looks and stability, but it is up to you how you would like to attach
your new privacy boards.



Step 8

Voila! Your backyard has
transformed into a personal/private
oasis. Congratulations! Enjoy your
newfound security and privacy (plus
it was cheap).


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This is a fun and easy weekend project, so if you have little ones around that you are trying to teach
creativity or woodworking to, have them help out. Remember, safety should be your #1 priority. Enjoy.
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