
Drivers Extended Armrest
Convert your short drivers side armrest into an extended armrest with a grip as found on all the

other doors.
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INTRODUCTION

This guide will explain how to convert your drivers-side armrest to the longer ones found in the
passenger side and back seats.

TOOLS:
Phillips #2 Screwdriver (1)
Utility Blade (1)
Small Phillips Head Screwdriver (1)
Flathead 3/32" or 2.5 mm Screwdriver (1)

PARTS:
Drivers Side Rear Door Armrest (1)
Phillips Screw From Upper Armrest (1)
Drivers Side Rear Escutcheon (1)

Drivers Extended Armrest Draft: 2020-05-04Guide ID: 20309 -

This document was generated on 2021-01-10 11:57:58 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 2 of 7

file:///Item/Phillips_2_Screwdriver
file:///Item/Utility_Blade
https://store.ifixit.fr/products/mako-driver-kit-64-precision-bits
https://store.ifixit.fr/products/flathead-3-32-or-2-5-mm-screwdriver
http://www.ebay.com/sch/Car-Truck-Parts-/6030/i.html?_nkw=1239701701
file:///Item/Phillips_Screw_From_Upper_Armrest
http://www.ebay.com/sch/i.html?_nkw=1167660111


Step 1 — Remove Existing Door Handle Trim

 

Carefully pry out insert using the small gaps at the front. You can use a small flat screwdriver to do
this.



Remove the phillips screw and put the trim and insert aside.

Be careful removing the insert, it is easy to damage with the screwdriver.
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Step 2 — Remove Existing Armrest

 

Remove the two screws under the armrest. These are often extremely overtightened and may be
hard to remove.



Be very careful that you do not strip the head of the screw.
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Step 3 — Mark Outline Of Armrest Upper Screw And Cut

  

Position new armrest on door, tighten screws if you need too (optional). Where the upper screw
portion of the armrest is, trace around it with pencil. Then remove the armrest. Place the new trim
in the door and make sure the outline is centered in the opening of the trim.



Very carefully cut a small X inside the outline you drew in step 3. If you push in on the area, you
should feel it give in a little around the bracket behind the panel. Start in the center and work your
way out to make sure you do not cut too far. The panel is just fiberboard and is easy to cut through.



The hole should allow the upper bracket of the armrest to go inside the panel and rest against the
bracket in the door.



Here’s what it looks like behind that panel.
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Step 4 — Attach The Armrest

 

Insert the trim piece on the armrest and carefully slide out of the way. Attach the armrest using the
two lower screws, but do not tighten them fully yet. Picture shows upper screw already attached,
please disregard.



Attach the upper screw and tighten down. You may need to flex the armrest slightly to align it.

Tighten the bottom two screws. Make sure you tighten these down well, without stripping them.

The armrest screws get a lot of use, so re-check them after a few days to make sure they haven't
loosened up.
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You now have an extended armrest on your classic Mercedes that not only looks stock but balances out
the interior and provides comfort on long drives and during rainy weather.

Step 5 — Attach Trim And Insert

 

Attach the trim piece into position (this requires you maneuver the handle through it, take your
time, some cars are easier than others).



Screw the trim piece down.

Snap the insert into place.
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