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How to Shorten the Length of a Shirt

This guide will demonstrate how to shorten the bottom of a shirt that is too long.
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INTRODUCTION

When individuals purchase formal shirts, they may find that the length of the shirt does not fit their
body accurately. This guide will display the process of altering and sewing formal shirts for better fit.

TOOLS:

Utility Scissors (1)
Measuring Tape (1)
Sewing Machine (1)
Thread (1)

Iron (1)

Pencil (1)
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file:///Store/Tools/Utility-Scissors/IF145-134
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B000PSA6GU/
https://www.amazon.com/Brother-GX37-Lightweight-Featured-Machine/dp/B07GCFGHY4/ref=sr_1_7?dchild=1&keywords=sewing+machine&qid=1622645018&sr=8-7
http://www.amazon.com/b?ie=UTF8&node=12899561
https://www.amazon.com/Sunbeam-Anti-Drip-Non-Stick-360-degree-GCSBCL-317-000/dp/B00JPCWDJU/ref=sr_1_4?dchild=1&keywords=iron&qid=1623277360&sr=8-4
http://www.amazon.com/Dixon-Ticonderoga-Wood-Cased-Pencils-13882/dp/B001AZ1D3C/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370629479&sr=8-1
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Step 1 — How to Shorten the Length of a Shirt

@ Pick the shirt that requires
alterations, then select a different
shirt has your desired fit and
measurements.
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R ! e Place the shirt that currently fits you
Rt = on top of the shirt that is meant to be
shortened.

(i) Make sure both shirts line up
perfectly with each other from the
top, as you are going to use the shirt
that fits you as the marker.
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e Trace a line along the oversized shirt to differentiate the extra length between the two shirts.

e Follow the bottom edge of the above shirt, and draw a curve (or line) on the bottom shirt.
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Step 3

e Measure the length from the curve
drawn in the previous step to the
bottom of the shirt to be altered.

@ The measurement should be done
by holding the measuring tape
vertical to the shirt.

e Measure two inches up from the bottom of the shirt to be altered.

e Use a pencil to make dots at the end of your measurement, and repeat this as you measure the
entire length of the shirt.

e Trace aline through the connection of the dots you drew in the last step.
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Step 5

@ Your shirt after tracing the two lines should look like this.

e Cut the shirt to be altered along the newly drawn curve from the previous step.

Step 6

e

-
\i

e Prepare the sewing machine with thread that matches the shirt color.

@ If you don't have a string that matches the exact same color, then use one that has a similar
shade.
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Step 7

e Make a straight crease at the bottom of the shirt; the crease should be half an inch to one inch in
length from the bottom.

Step 8

o Identify the side of the shirt which faces the exterior; fold the shirt inside-out and flip the crease
inwards when stitching the border.

@ The extra fabric at the end of the shirt should not be visible from the outside.
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Step 9

o Stitch on the regular setting of your sewing machine.

e Set your range between 4 mm or up to 6 mm for your stitching.

e On that stitching pattern, select the straight stitch on the sewing machine dial, or any alternative
controls available (stitch selector should be 6 or 7).

@ The stitch tension should be 4.
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Step 10

o Before you start sewing, make sure to cut any loose or long threads (extra thread) that may
interfere with your sewing.

@ This is important to ensure that the final product turns out nice.

Step 11

e Start to stitch on the folded line.

This document was generated on 2021-06-20 12:24:15 AM (MST).
© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 8 of 10



How to Shorten the Length of a Shirt Guide ID: 140463 - Draft: 2021-06-16

o lron the shirt and you have finished the fixing process.

(@) Ironing the shirt is optional.
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e Examine the result.

e Wear it and look great.
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