
How to Adjust the Truss Rod of a 2011
Epiphone Les Paul Special II

This guide will teach you how to adjust the truss rod of a 2011 Epiphone Les Paul Special II guitar.

Written By: Noah Eaton
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INTRODUCTION

One of the less intuitive but still very important parts of guitar maintenance is adjusting the truss rod.
While this shouldn’t be used to adjust the guitar’s action, it can help to avoid fret buzz and keep the
action consistent across the neck. While if you’re careful this process is safe, you do need to be
aware that you can accidentally strip the threads of the truss rod or even snap the neck of the guitar
if handled improperly. You will also need to let the guitar rest overnight, so we would recommend
doing this after daily practice. The truss rod should be adjusted roughly twice a year if your guitar
sees excessive play.

Adjustments to the truss rod can make the guitar strings looser or tighter while maintaining the same
tuning, so you can make them easier to bend by loosening it. However, if your strings have become
a bit too loose to the point that they are producing fret buzz under normal use, you’ll want to tighten
the truss rod to eliminate the buzz. Regardless of your needs, this guide will instruct you through the
process of adjusting the truss rod on your electric guitar, using a 2011 Epiphone Les Paul Special II
guitar as a model.

TOOLS:
1/8" Allen Wrench (1)
Phillips #0 Screwdriver (1)
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Step 1 — How to Adjust the Truss Rod of a 2011 Epiphone Les Paul Special II

 

Remove the three 12.7 mm screws from the truss rod cap on the head-stock with a Phillips #0
screwdriver.



Start with the bottom two screws. This will allow you to use the the third as a pivot to help with
getting the cap out from under the strings.



Step 2

Loosen the strings by turning the
tuning pegs. The direction will vary
depending on the side of the peg.



Detuning helps to avoid injury by
reducing the risk of a string
snapping.



You don't need to detune the strings
all the way. You just should go until
you can easily bend the string above
the nut.
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Step 3

 

Insert the hex key into the truss rod bolt where the neck meets the head-stock and adjust the truss
rod tension as needed.



Tightening towards the D-string (clockwise) helps to bend the center of the neck toward the string
and loosening towards the G-string (counterclockwise) lets the strings pull the head-stock
downwards.



Be sure to make small adjustments, as overtightening the truss rod can lead to the neck of your
guitar snapping under load!
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Step 4

Tune the guitar to bring the tension
from the strings back to what they
would see during normal play.



You will likely have to retune all
the strings.



Test the guitar by playing a little bit
to check that have a comfortable
amount of string bend and have
eliminated all fret buzz.



Step 5

 

Reinstall the truss rod cap, starting with the top screw.
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While playing the guitar is very much possible after adjusting the truss rod, it can easily change during a
longer practice session. Playing on an over tightened truss rod can potentially damage the neck, so be
sure that the adjustments you made were sound before playing excessively.

Step 6

After letting the guitar rest overnight,
check to see if the neck is mostly
straight.



You will want to have a small
amount of relief to avoid buzzing.
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