
Wooden Deck Floorboard Replacement
This guide will explain how to identify a damaged deck floorboard and replace it.
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INTRODUCTION

An outdoor deck is a great space to spend your summer evenings with family and friends.
Unfortunately, due to the wooden structure of an outdoor deck and the volatile weather that we
experience during Canadian winters, wooden decks are prone to dry rot. Dry rot weakens the
structure of wood and is caused by species of fungi that digest components of the wood which give it
strength and stiffness. Dry rot compromises the structural integrity of your deck. Throughout this
guide, I will explain the steps on how to identify and replace a deck floorboard that is subjected to dry
rot.

TOOLS:
Crowbar (1)
Hammer (1)
2 1/2" Wood Nails (6)
Lumber Saw (1)

You may use any saw that is able to cut your
lumber. A DeWalt Chop Saw was used during this
repair.

Tape Measure (1)
Safety Glasses (1)
Work Gloves (1)
Pencil (1)
Steel Toed Boots (1)

PARTS:
2x6x8 Wooden Board (1)

The specifications for this board will vary
based on your specific deck.
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http://www.mscdirect.com/product/details/85245884?src=pla&cid=PLA-Google-PLA+-+Test&CS_003=7867724&CS_010=85245884
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0000224VG/
file:///Item/2_1_2%2522_Wood_Nails
file:///Item/Lumber_Saw
http://www.amazon.com/Stanley-33-425-Powerlock-25-Foot-Measuring/dp/B00002X2GQ/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1377128994&sr=8-1&keywords=tape+measurer&tag=ifixitam-20
file:///Store/Tools/Safety-Glasses/IF145-125
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Firm-Grip-Large-General-Purpose-Gloves-2001L/100249720
http://www.amazon.com/Dixon-Ticonderoga-Wood-Cased-Pencils-13882/dp/B001AZ1D3C/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370629479&sr=8-1
file:///Item/Steel_Toed_Boots
file:///Item/2x6x8_Wooden_Board


Step 1 — Floorboard

Identify a floorboard that must be
replaced.



Floorboards that have been
damaged by dry rot are often soft
and spongy. There may also be
black fungus evident on the wood
and any paint on the floorboard will
have become damaged.



Step 2

Measure the length of the floorboard
to determine the size of the
replacement floorboard.


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Step 3

 

Place the end of your crowbar within the crack next to the floorboard and pry it out.

Caution: Ensure that you are wearing safety gloves, steel-toed boots, and safety glasses during
this step to prevent injury.


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Step 4

 

Using a pen or pencil, mark your replacement board at the length determined during Step 2. Using
a lumber saw, cut the replacement board to its desired size.



WARNING: Ensure that you are wearing safety glasses, and do not wear any loose fitting
clothing, jewelry, or gloves during this step.


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Step 5

 

Using a pen or pencil, make a marking to identify where the deck's support beams lie below the
replacement board.



Step 6

 

Using a hammer and wood nails, secure the replacement board to the support beams below.

For this specific replacement board, 3 x 2 1/2" wood nails were used to secure the board to each
of the support beams.


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You may repeat these steps for any additional floorboards.
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