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How to Repair an Unhooked Zipper

This guide will show you how to fix a zipper that has become unhooked from one side of the chain.
It can be for any item such as clothing or bags.

This document was generated on 2021-01-22 06:52:34 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 1 of 7



How to Repair an Unhooked Zipper Guide ID: 136842 - Draft: 2020-12-15

INTRODUCTION

Over time, zippers tend to wear out. Zippers can eventually separate while closing, causing the slider
to unhook from one side of the chain. With this guide, you will be able to fix your zippers quickly and
prevent them from wearing out for a while. You will be able to continue to use your favourite items
and clothing. It is also a great way to save money! Before starting this guide, make sure your slider is
in fairly good shape. If the slider is broken or almost worn out, you will need to replace it.

TOOLS:

Utility Scissors (1)

Hand Sewing Needle (1)
Sewing Thread (1)

Slip Joint Pliers (1)
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file:///Store/Tools/Utility-Scissors/IF145-134
https://www.amazon.com/SINGER-Large-Needles-Magnetic-Card-12/dp/B002I35QMO/ref=sxin_0_ac_d_rm?crid=2D44X2L0TRTDM&keywords=sewing+needles+hand&pd_rd_i=B002I35QMO&pd_rd_r=7dfc4a4d-85d9-4fa9-bae0-e641c5d5fa59&pd_rd_w=TG8zg&pd_rd_wg=IkY1h&pf_rd_p=91b604bb-c371-4573-970f-bed68a552852&pf_rd_r=14CZ6X5JHRAM9W311PP0&qid=1559661764&s=gateway&sprefix=sewing+needle%252Caps%252C148
https://www.amazon.com/Mandala-Crafts-Leather-Upholstery-Heavy-Duty/dp/B00JU6OO84/ref=sxin_3_sxwds-bovbs?keywords=sewing+thread&pd_rd_i=B00JU6OO84&pd_rd_r=c07d98d2-1c94-49aa-bc98-32e11898cd38&pd_rd_w=BSp4k&pd_rd_wg=RvMsa&pf_rd_p=55b738be-ff12-48ad-8ad2-6a14afb06d32&pf_rd_r=B0N34JTYEF87KNN36KTP&qid=1564698552&s=gateway
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Husky-8-in-Self-Adjusting-Slip-Joint-Pliers-48020/203288181

How to Repair an Unhooked Zipper Guide ID: 136842 - Draft: 2020-12-15

Step 1 — How to Repair an Unhooked Zipper

@ Check the opening of the slider to see if it is too wide.

@ When it is too wide, it does not latch on to the chains properly.

@ Use the pliers to lightly tighten the slider on each side.
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Step 2

@ Place the scissors horizontally at the bottom of the chain that is not connected to the slider.

o Make a small cut of about 3 millimetres.

Step 3

e Pull the slider up gently through the opening to see if the zipper is now working.
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Step 4

e Inorder to set up the needle and thread, you will need to take about 70 centimetres of thread and
pull it halfway through the hole at the bottom of the needle. Make sure both sides of the thread are

equal lengths and bring them together.

e Tie the loose end of the thread into an overhand knot. This is where you make a loop and pull the
thread through it.

@ Make sure to do this at least 2-3 times so it does not come undone during the sewing process.

@ For the purpose of this guide, | used a colour that is easy to see on the fabric. However, try to use
thread that matches your zipper.
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Step 5

e Starting at the opposite side of the cut, weave the thread under and over the zipper.

e While staying in one spot, weave and tug at the thread to close the hole.

@ Closing this hole will ensure that over time the zipper does not wear out the part of the chain that
was cut.

Step 6

o When the hole looks covered completely, loop the thread and sew the needle through it to finish
sewing.

o Cut off excess thread and check if the zipper is working.

@ Always do the loop and sew through it at least three times to make sure it is secure.

To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.
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