
Back of Bookshelf Replacement
This guide will accomplish making a broken bookshelf into a brand new looking strong and sturdy

shelf by simply replacing the back piece.

Written By: Melissa Miller
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INTRODUCTION

If you have a broken bookshelf that is ready for the trash then this guide is for you. Before starting
your fast fix project please remember that you will need at least two people to complete your project.
Through this process you will be taking a broken down bookshelf and turning it into a strong and
sturdy shelf that will last a lifetime by simply replacing the back of the shelf. Please note that you will
be using a jig saw during this process.

TOOLS:
Hammer (1)
Cordless Drill (1)
Measuring Tape (1)
Pencil (1)
Patriot Primed Plywood (1)
Jig Saw (1)
drywall square (1)
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http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0000224VG/
https://www.amazon.com/DEWALT-DC970K-2-18-Volt-Compact-Driver/dp/B002RLR0EY/ref=sr_1_6?s=power-hand-tools&rps=1&ie=UTF8&qid=1487961385&sr=1-6&keywords=cordless+drill&refinements=p_85%253A2470955011
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B000PSA6GU/
http://www.amazon.com/Dixon-Ticonderoga-Wood-Cased-Pencils-13882/dp/B001AZ1D3C/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370629479&sr=8-1
https://www.lowes.com/pd/RevolutionPly-5mm-Poplar-Plywood-Application-as-4-X-8/50121135
https://www.lowes.com/pd/BLACK-DECKER-4-5-Amp-Keyless-T-or-U-Shank-Variable-Speed-Corded-Jigsaw/1000601429
http://www.acehardware.com/product/index.jsp?productId=1286591&kw=drywall+square&origkw=drywall+square&searchId=57105200463


Step 1 — Back of Bookshelf

Gather all pieces of the bookshelf if
it fell apart or the shelf itself is still
together.



You will need two people to
complete this project.



Step 2

  

You will need to put the bookshelf back together by holding the sides together.

Drill new holes to insert new screws to reinforce the shelf. Use a 1/8 inch drill bit.

Put screws into the freshly made holes with 1/8 by 1 inch wood screws to bring it together.
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Step 3

  

Now that the base of the bookshelf is back together, we will need to measure out the size of board
needed for the new backing.



Use the measuring tape and the square ruler to measure out the specific size you need. Use a
pencil to draw the lines out so you can saw the piece out with precision.



Use the jig saw to cut the piece of plywood out following the lines you just drew.

Step 4

  

Line your new piece of plywood that you just cut, up with the back of the bookshelf.

Make sure that the corners are lined up so that as you hammer in the nails it stays lined up and
even.
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Step 5

 

Start from the top and work your way down each side when putting the nails in so the board
doesn't bow.



Use 2d penny nails and hammer them in along all four sides.

Five nails on each of the four sides is all you will need.
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Step 6

 

The shelf has its new plywood backing, so you can stand it up and you will feel the immediate
difference in the sturdiness of your new shelf.



Place the shelf in the room of your choosing and place your books on it, knowing that it will not fall
apart.
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